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 Stumps, if present, have a characteristic exclamation-mark shape from
thinning and dcpigmcnUition of the attached end.
(iv) Staphylococcal folliculitis may resemble kcrion but does not form
such sharply demarcated clusters of pustules or have such an infiltrated
boggy base.
(5)—Treatment
When a case has occurred, all contacts, e.g. the rest of a school, must
be carefully searched.
For suppurative ringworms, with their tendency to spontaneous cure,
X-rays are not only unnecessary but injurious. It is best to hasten the
natural process by fomenting with 1 part of mercury biniodide in
4,000 parts of physiological saline. The rest of the scalp should be
anointed with Whitfield's compound benzoic acid ointment B.P.C., to
protect it from inoculation.
G. M. Lewis states that infections with animal microspora, even if
non-suppurativc, can be cured in three to twelve weeks without epila-
tion. The local treatment recommended by him consists of the applica-
tion of an ointment of iodine, thymol, oil of cinnamon, 1 per ccntof each
in soft paraffin, twice daily after washing with soap and water. Animal
microsporosis, however, can only be distinguished by culture and the
opinion of an experienced mycologist.
All other kinds of ringworm of the scalp can only be eradicated by
making all the hair fall out completely, which can be achieved by either
X-rays or thallium.
X-rays arc the better method when a suitable apparatus and an expert
operator are available, but they should not be used in the presence of
inflammation or pyococcal infection or if the hair has not completely
regrown after a previous X-ray treatment. The hair should previously be
clipped short. Children even as young as one year can be subjected to
the action of X-rays, but for those under four years of age a special
immobilizing apparatus is generally needed. If this is not available, seda-
tives, such as chloral hydrate and potassium bromide, for a day or two
beforehand may quieten them enough.
About eighteen days after the treatment the hair becomes loose; it
should all have fallen out by the end of the fourth week. If at the end
of a further month infected hairs cannot be discovered either by Wood's
light or microscopically, the child may be considered cured. The hair
generally begins to grow again about three months after the treatment.
During the whole period from diagnosis till complete epilation the
head should be washed once a day with soap and water, rubbed dry, in
which process loose stumps are removed, and then covered with Whit-
field's ointment. The child must wear a cotton cap made to fit closely
and cover the whole of the hair. This should never be removed except
to change it for a clean one or for purposes of treatment. These measures
are to minimize the risk of dissemination or reinfection by contaminating
pillows, hats, and the like.

